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| ife Cycle D Texas Surf
of an Oyster

Free-swimming
larvae

Maturing larvae begin
to grow a foot that
assists them moving
along the seafloor
searching for an
attachment location.

Fertilized
€gg
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Oysters in Texas waters
can spawn 2-3 times a
year. Depending on
environmental factors
such as temperature,

nutrients and salinity
which can signal spawning

cycle and influence the

production of gametes,
releasing millions of eggs
and sperm into the water.
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When the oyster larvae

settle on hard substrate

such as other oyster shells
or rocks it is now known as
spat. The spat will develop
and spend its entire life
attached to this

substrate.

After 1.3 years, Spat attacheo
epending on
to shell

environmental factors,
the spat grows to a
mature oyster and begin
this cycle again.
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Anatomy QD Texas Surf

of an Oyster
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